Seafarers’ Access to Maritime Facilities

Information and guidance for vessels arriving in the Sector New
Orleans AOR.

On January 8, 2024, Sector New Orleans published Marine Safety Information Bulletin (MSIB)
XXIV-004. This MSIB specified requirements of facilities regarding Seafarers’ Access. In
addition, “best work practices” were provided to streamline the process for both Facilities
and Vessels.

In accordance with the MSIB, Sector New Orleans recommends the following of vessels
arriving in the Sector New Orleans AOR:

1. Vessels arriving in the Lower Mississippi River shall make every effort to
communicate intentions for Seafarers’ Access when calling on MTSA regulated
facilities.

2.  Provide the following information to the facility to help with timely shore
access:

a. Contact name and phone number to arrange access

b. Length of time vessel is scheduled to be in port, and

c. Best estimates of times and number of crew members seeking shore
access.

To make an anonymous report concerning Seafarers Access, please utilize the Sector New
Orleans Reporting Form at: https://forms.osi.apps.mil/r/BizUy3F2As

The form can also be found by scanning the below QR code and selecting “Sector New
Orleans Seafarers’ Access Reporting Form”.
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